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Advanced Placement (AP) Human Geography
Course Syllabus: 2014-15
Course Description

AP Human Geography is a yearlong college-level survey course designed to introduce students to the effects humans have on the Earth’s surface. The scope of the course is very broad, encompassing a profound array of human activities, their interactions, and their social, political, economic, and environmental consequences. Students who successfully complete the course will gain a deeper sense of how human systems have evolved, the present state of human life on earth, and the forces that are shaping the future of humanity. Units of study have been outlined in the AP Human Geography Course Description booklet published by the College Board. Topics include: the nature of human geography, population, movement/migration, culture, language, religion, ethnicity, gender, political geography, economic development, agriculture, industry and urban geography.

Course Objectives 
Emphasis is placed on geographic models and their applications. Case studies from around the globe are compared to the situations in various locations and internet activities are used to explore certain topics. Students are introduced to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. Students will learn about and employ the methods of geographers, including observation, mapmaking, data gathering and reporting, and technical writing. Students will employ spatial concepts, geographic vocabulary, and landscape interpretation in relation to a variety of locations and situations around the globe and in local areas. Students will develop a geographic perspective with which to view the landscape and understand the implications of human interactions and events.
Course Expectations

Advanced Placement courses are developed, audited, and assessed by a non-profit organization known as the College Board (www.collegeboard.com). Since they function as college preparatory courses, and attaining a sufficiently high grade on the final exam may provide students with the opportunity to receive a college credit, the demands are understandably high. It is expected that only students with the English language proficiency, background knowledge, and academic motivation necessary to achieve a Level 4 or 5 on the final exam will enroll in AP courses at PAS. 

Given the rigorous curriculum of which this course is comprised, thorough preparation for class is absolutely necessary and will be strongly predictive of one’s results on the final examination. You are expected to complete all assigned readings and assignments prior to class and to stay up to date with current global and regional events through supplemental readings. Of particular importance is frequent, thoughtful participation in classroom activities and discussions. 
AP courses are designed for the purpose of obtaining university credit while still attending high school.  PAS has a high expectation of student performance, in line with the obvious rigor of such courses.  Therefore, all students enter AP courses on a probationary basis.  Accordingly, a number of measures will be put in place to ensure that only those students who are ready, willing, and able to apply themselves and put in the necessary effort will remain in AP courses. Student performance will be evaluated by both the AP subject teachers and the school administration along the following lines to determine a student's fitness for continuing the course.
· Stage 1 – AP Courses begin during the summer. Completion and effort of the assigned summer work prior to beginning of the school year will be evaluated to determine initial concerns. Students who have not performed to my and PAS' expectations will be issued a warning and their parents will be informed.

· Stage  2 – Just before the add/drop date, which is about three weeks into school, AP teachers will make a recommendation as to whether each student should remain in the course based on each student’s participation in class and on any assessed work completed up to that point.

· Stage 3 – At the end of Quarter 1, any student achieving a grade below “B-“ will be automatically removed from the course.  Any student achieving a "B-" will be given a warning, and face additional scrutiny in the subsequent quarters.
· Stage 4 – At the end of Quarter 2, any student warned at the end of Quarter 1 who has not raised his/her grade above “B-“ will be removed from the course.
After Quarter 2, if a student's grade drops to a "B-" or below he/she will be removed from the course.  If the student is a senior and has already been accepted by a university, the administration will notify said university of the student's changed status and may recommend reconsideration of the student's acceptance on that basis.  For students removed from an AP course according to the conditions above, there is an option to appeal to the relevant AP teacher and the administration, in exceptional cases.
Course Assessment and Grading
Students will be required to submit all work online in one of two formats, depending on the assignment. Many written assignments, such as chapter outlines, essays and drafts, and so on, will be submitted using Google Documents via Google Drive. Assignments will not be accepted using other document formats (e.g., .doc, .pdf., etc.). Students will also be expected to create and continually update a website, which will be used to publish essays, video projects, a reflective blog, and chapter outline syntheses of both the text and the corresponding study guide chapters. Students will receive detailed instructions in class as to how exactly work will be submitted. The website will be worth 20% of the course grade.
Student participation in a course of this nature is crucial and will comprise 15% of the course grade. Two-thirds of this mark will be based on preparation for and participation in Socratic Seminars. One-third will be based on general class participation.

Tests and quizzes will be regular features of classroom life and will be structured to prepare students for the AP Examination, using questions mainly of the same format as well as timed in-class essays. A Quarterly/Semester Exam will be worth an additional 10%. Small projects, such as (but not limited to!) maps, posters, presentations, and so on, will also make up 10%.

The largest portion of the quarterly mark, 25%, will be based on a Culminating Activity that will require considerable research, analysis, critical thinking, and creativity. This assignment will take several weeks to complete each quarter and will challenge students to demonstrate deep understanding of the course curriculum. It will be scaffolded to be submitted in at least three stages, and students will receive and be expected to incorporate descriptive feedback to improve their final product. In Quarters 1 and 3, the Culminating Activity will be a major research essay, and in Quarters 2 and 4 it will be a video project. 
All student work is expected to be completed in a timely manner, respecting all stated deadlines. Work that is submitted late will lose 10% per school day, and will receive a zero after three days. Late work will only be excused if a medical or compassionate explanation has been accepted by the school administration. In such cases, it will be the student’s responsibility to get a note from the school office justifying the late submission. Of course, any and all writing may be required to be submitted to www.turnitin.com. Plagiarism is a serious academic offense and will automatically result in a zero grade as well as further administrative penalties.
In summary, the mark scheme for the course is as follows:

Tests/Quizzes: 20%

Website: 20%

Projects: 10%

Participation: 15% 
Quarterly Exam: 10%
Culminating Activities: 25%

Course Materials
Students will be expected to use multiple print and online sources. Each student must purchase the following two books at the beginning of the course. 

Main Text:    Rubenstein, James M. (2014) The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography. 11th Ed. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall. 
Study Guide: Marsh, M., and Alagona, P. (2014) Barron’s AP Human Geography, 5th Ed. Barron’s Educational Services, Inc,: Hauppage, NY.

Course Outline

The following is a rough outline of course units and corresponding main readings. Dates should be treated as fluid and a rough guideline only. All dates are subject to change.
Unit 1—Introduction to Geographical Thinking
Weeks 1-3: August 25 – September 12
· Rubenstein, Ch. 1, “Basic Concepts”
· Barron’s, Ch.2, “What is Human Geography?”

· Barron’s Ch. 3, “Maps, Scale, Space, and Place”
Unit 2—Population Geography: Demography, Human Health, and Migration
Weeks 4-7: September 15 – October 9
· Rubenstein, Ch. 2, “Population and Health”

· Rubenstein, Ch. 3, “Migration”

· Barron’s, Ch. 3, “Population Geography”

Unit 3—Cultural Geography: Geography of Thought
Weeks 8-9: October 13 - 24

· Nisbett, The Geography of Thought (multiple chapters)

Week 10 Quarter One Exams: October 24-30
Unit 4—Cultural Geography: Folk and Popular Culture, Language, 

Weeks 11-12: November 4 - 14 
· Rubenstein, Ch. 4, “Folk and Popular Culture”

· Rubenstein, Ch. 5, “Languages”

· Barron’s. Ch. 4, “Cultural Geography”
Unit 5—Social Geography: Religions and Ethnicities

Weeks 13-14: November 17 - 28
· Rubenstein, Ch. 6, “Religions”

· Prothero, God is Not One (multiple chapters)

· Rubenstein, Ch. 7, “Ethnicities”

· Barron’s. Ch. 4, “Cultural Geography”
Unit 6—Political Geography

Weeks 15-17: December 1 - 18

· Rubenstein, Ch. 8

· Barron’s. Ch. 5, “Political Geography”
· Kaplan, The Revenge of Geography Ch. 13, “The Geography of Chinese Power”
Winter Holidays: December 19 – January 4
Week 18 Semester 1 Exams: January 5 - 9
Unit 7—Economic Geography: Social and Economic Development
Weeks 18-20: January 5 - 23
· Rubenstein, Ch. 9, “Development”
· Barron’s Ch. 6, “Economic Geography”
· Weaver et al., Achieving Broad-Based Sustainable Development, Ch. 1-3
Unit 8—Economic Geography: Agriculture and Rural Geography
Weeks 21-23: January 27 – February 13
· Rubenstein, Ch. 10, “Food and Agriculture”
· Barron’s Ch. 7, “Ethnicities”
· Weaver et al., Achieving Broad-Based Sustainable Development, Ch. 7
Chinese New Year: February 18 - 24
Unit 9—Economic Geography: Manufacturing and Services
Weeks 24-26: February 16 – March 6
· Rubenstein, Ch. 11, “Industry and Manufacturing”
· Rubenstein, Ch. 12, “Services and Settlements”
· Weaver et al., Achieving Broad-Based Sustainable Development, Ch. 8
Unit 10—Urban Geography

Weeks 27-28: March 9 – 19
· Rubenstein, Ch. 13, “Urban Patterns”

· Barron’s, Ch. 8, “Urban Geography”
Week 29 Quarter 3 Exams: March 20 - 26
Spring Holiday: March 30 – April 3
AP Examination Review

Weeks 30-33: April 6 – May 1
AP Exams
Weeks 34-35: April 4-15

Course Culminating Activity

Weeks 36-39: May 18 – June 10
